STRONGHOLD

Castello Vicchiomaggio, located in the heart of the Chianti Classico
region, represents the heart of Tuscan winemaking,
Susan Low reporis from this ages-old estate

tfirse, Tuseany seemed nothing bl g hlur, M
one hac told me that John Matta, the owner of
Chianti Classico estate Caswelle Viechiomaggio
was alsn a race car driver. NWonetheless, my
senses soon adjusted w the sheer specd with
which they were laking in e capidly passing Tuscan
landscape, As we drove from Pisa airport, the landseape
changed lrom flat, almost feanweless estuary Lo to softdy
uredbulating hills as we entered the Chiant denomination,

Continuing eastward the hills became progressively
craggier and bampier; by the time we reached the Chiann
Classicer region, the hills had become Tallgrown moun-
rains, and the roads were so twisting and concoreed thar they
resermbled so many strands of cooked spaghett. 1is a place
where the peaneirical Tact that “the shortest distance
hetween mwo paints is a sraight line” can't be proved,
because theres are no straight lines — apart, of course, from
the ramrodssiraiphi cypress ees, bul ey Bend a locwhen
the wind hlows,

Atop one of the highest and craggiest mountains, just
o b Lo ol Grese, stands Castello Viechiomaggio, its
rall. square. tervacoma-topped tower wisible for milesin the
distance, [t stands surrounded by cvpress trees, which lends
i an anciend, certainly angchrenistc, Faic-tale atmoesphere,
And ancient it is. Viechiomagoio was houghe hy John
Matta's Iather in 1966, and proof of the estate’s existence
ehevdess Drwck 1o AD 057, (iough there s veason Lo believe the
estate was in existence hefore then. Back then the name was
Wicchio de Longobardi; the name wis changed. and the
prroperty rehailtand preatly crpanded Dy the Medicd family
during the Benaissance,

Though the idyllic peacelulness s now a major
attraetion ke the Tsean counteyside, 30 wasn’e alwages s,
In the distant past, the area betivesn Torenee and Stena wis
the scene ol [requent lighting and territorial skirmishes
between  the wo neighboaring slates. Gastello
Vicchiomaggio, which is almost equi-distant berveen
Florence and Siena {though somewhat closer to Florence),
was bunilt aa a foriress o pradect the Florendines from the
invading tarces of the Sienese, The massive tower in the
cental part of the castle was used as a look ot

The Tremey of Fonreraroli of T2HS was see e determine
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